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Unit 1:   Introduction to Film Techniques 

3  
Weeks 

Unit 1 introduces the correlation between the written word and 
film.  Connections between literary elements studied in previous 
years and how they are expressed in film will be made.  Visual 
literacy will be taught through  lighting, shots and angles.  
Students will learn to read a film through film clips of various 
genres.  This will also act as an initiation to various film genres.  
The approach is chronolgical, stressing key influences in film 
beginning with film noir.  Some of the literay comparisons will be 
through characterization, theme, and point of view. 

Unit 2: Film Noir 

5  
Weeks 

Students will learn the elements of film noir beginning with the 
viewing of classic noir films.  The first full length film will be 
Double Indemnity.  Then students will read The Maltese Falcon 
and do a comparative film study through various film versions.  
The literary focus will be on characterization, mood, tone, and 
light and dark imagery. Formal writing features standard 
expository guidelines, with evidence of insightful discussion of 
media. Students will write a creative piece, "Writing Noir" which 
will be in the form of a radio play. 



       
    
   

 
 
         

Unit 3:  Mis en Scene/ Thriller (Hitchcock) 

4   
Weeks 

Students must be able to define and implement film elements related to 
thrillers, as seen in Hitchcock’s work.  Students will know the visual (reverse 
camera angles, over the shoulder shots and low key lighting) that are used in 
creating horror, audio, and editing techniques of suspense in film.  Students 
will be able to understand diagetic sound.  Students will view and write 
critically about this genre of media. Storyboarding will reveal an 
understanding of film outline and narrative structure. Students’ study of 
mise en scene will reflect their understanding of deliberate construction in 
film and short story writing. Focus theme is entrapment and the study of 
how good vs. evil is portrayed. Writing focus: comparison/contrast. 

Unit 4:  Myth and Science Fiction 

1  
Week 

Students must be able to define and implement archetypal elements, 
characters, and themes.  Students will read myths and science fiction 
short stories.  The focus of their independent novel will be fantasy, 
adventure, or science fiction. Students must be able to exhibit an 
understanding of archetypes and their role in fantasy and science fiction 
films.  Films and writing will be analyzed through the terms structure, 
motif, flashback, and symbol.  



 
   
       

   

Unit 5: Horror/ Silent Films/ Foreign Films 

3  
weeks 

Students will view key foreign films for their similarities in style and 
content when it comes to horror.  One example here is The Orphanage.  
Students will be able to define and exhibit understanding of elements 
of the horror film, with attention to the development of the horror 
genre.  Students must be able to do a deep read of a horror novel or 
short story prior to watching the film. Students will be able to 
understand the relationship between the written text and visual media. 
Editing activity: this group activity will allow students to determine 
what aspects of the book or short story would be cut or expanded in 
terms of making the film. 

Unit 6:   Documentary/Poetry/Social Commentary 

2  
weeks 

Students will begin the unit by watching the documentary Louder 
than a Bomb.  Students will then write an original poetry 
performance piece to be filmed.  To understand the concept of 
technique and style, students will understand the appeals of ethos, 
pathos, and logos.  


